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Abstract:
One of the most diverse and significant streams in 19" Century Bengali music is the tradition of Swadeshi or

patriotic songs. Among the many emotional and intellectual impulses that inspire human creativity, love for
one’s motherland occupies a foremost place. From the middle of the nineteenth century, a profound sense of
patriotism gradually began to find expression within the recognized musical culture of Bengal. Over time,
through different historical phases, this musical tradition expanded extensively, branching out into numerous

forms and dimensions.

In the history of Bengali lyrical music, the chapter devoted to patriotic songs is both vast and richly
developed. In the context of the social and political realities of the time, this stream of patriotic music came
to be identified by various titles such as Swadeshi Sangit, songs of liberation, patriotic songs, or national
songs. At one point, the term Swadeshi Gaan became especially popular, although in contemporary usage the
phrase ‘Swadeshi Sangit’ is more widely employed. Therefore, it may be said that those songs through which
devotion and deep affection for the motherland are expressed, and through which a firm resolve for the

alleviation of the nation’s suffering is articulated, are known as Swadeshi music or patriotic songs.

Within this rich musical tradition, the Swadeshi songs composed by Rabindranath Tagore occupy a
unique and distinguished place. His patriotic songs are not merely expressions of political consciousness; they
are also profound reflections of humanism, cultural unity, spiritual nationalism, and emotional attachment to
the soil of Bengal. Through songs such as ‘Jana Gana mana Adhinayaka Jaya hey’, ‘Banglar Mati Banglar
Jol,” ‘Amar Sonar Bangla,” and ‘O Amar Desher Mati,’ etc. Tagore transformed the idea of nationalism into
an inclusive and human ideal that transcended narrow political boundaries. His Swadeshi songs inspired

people during the anti-partition movement of Bengal and awakened within them a deep sense of collective
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identity, self-respect, and national consciousness.

Accordingly, in this essay we shall attempt to explore the underlying philosophy of patriotism
embodied in the Swadeshi songs composed by Rabindranath Tagore in the context of nineteenth—century
Bengal, with special emphasis on their literary beauty, philosophical depth, musical expression, and socio—

cultural significance.

Key Words:
Hindu Mela, Bengal partition Movement, composition of Tagore’s Patriotic songs, Humanism, Nationalism,
Social consciousness
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