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Abstract:

Srikanth is not a travelogue; because it does not have what a travelogue contains. It does not have the history
of travel, the history of people-armies, the history of carriages and palanquins; there is no external description
of the place and environment according to time, nor does it present social interactions with people. In this,
Srikanth seems to have discovered his inner world. Therefore, Srikanth is more than a travelogue;
Saratchandra’s autobiography is more than a story of Sri-kanth’s unfolding and journey through the inner
world. Except for the speaker, no one else could be the center of the garland of memories. The events of this
novel are like complete sketches themselves. In fact, Saratchandra’s intention is not to give a lasting
impression by holding on to any continuous event or character. Although the first part of Srikanth captures
some of the childhood and adolescence of the main character Srikanth, the full life of Srikanth is not captured
here. Then again, characters like Indranath, Annadadidi, and even Piari Baiji are nothing more than strong
impressions of Srikanth’s memory. Many of them do not have even the slightest connection with the
subsequent course of events. In discussing the novel, they should be considered together as a novel. In the
novel, Srikanth narrates his autobiography from his childhood in the voice of a good man. As the sto-ry
progresses, it is not difficult for the reader to understand that behind the veil of Srikanth, Saratchandra has
written the novel based on elements of his own life. Saratchandra spent his childhood in his relatives’ house
(Mama’s house) on the banks of the Ganges in Bihar, got drunk, hunted, studied music, was in the compa-ny
of a baiji, became a monk, lived in Myanmar (Burma in Saheb’s speech) for a long time, etc., which prove
that his work is an autobiographical novel.
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