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Abstract:

Children’s literature may be defined as a literary domain structured around the cognitive, affective, and
imaginative frameworks of the child psyche, necessitating a nuanced and developmentally attuned selection
of themes. Although childhood and adolescence constitute contiguous developmental phases, their epistemic
orientations and aesthetic expectations diverge: children typically respond to rhythmic, fantastical, and orally
inflected forms, whereas adolescents demonstrate a preference for knowledge-oriented, adventure-driven, and
suspense-based narratives. While certain authors preserve this categorical distinction, others adopt an
integrative compositional strategy that accommodates the sensibilities of both cohorts, thereby constituting a
hybridized corpus of children’s and young adult literature. Given that young readers lack fully institutionalized

evaluative criteria, the authorial function assumes heightened ethical and pedagogical responsibility.

Accordingly, thematic curation emerges as a critical determinant: texts must be accessible, affectively
engaging, and stylistically moderated through levity and humour, while avoiding excessive discursive density.
Simultaneously, such literature must extend beyond mere entertainment to facilitate cognitive enrichment and
the cultivation of socio-cultural and environmental consciousness. This paper foregrounds the key parameters

governing thematic selection in children’s literature.
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