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Abstract:
We have crossed two and a half decades of the twenty-first century. Over these past twenty-five years, through

the ebb and flow and overwhelming tides of social, political, economic, and cultural transformations across
the globe, the riverbed of time has accumulated new layers of impact and experience. If, tracing the marks of
this continual making and unmaking of the world, we arrive at the contemporary reality of this country—and
more specifically, of this state — we shall see how these twenty-five years of the twenty-first century have
dimmed the familiar smiles on the faces of people around us, both known and unknown. Our “statements” on
every matter are increasing, yet our mutual “conversations” are gradually running dry. Living on this ancient
planet, we have become far more complex. Outwardly, almost all the instruments of happiness have now
become easily accessible to us. And yet, our inner selves seem afflicted by some nameless malady. Even after
struggling through the battles of a lifetime and reaching the summit of fulfilled desires, we still seem unable
to truly consider ourselves happy. Where, then, lies the seed of this “unhappiness™? If one listens closely to
the air, certain words are often heard on the streets of the city: “Society has completely decayed”; “The system
itself is rotten from within”; or “We are living in a sick society.” But whether it is society or the system, both
are ultimately the outcome of the voluntary collective existence of active and thinking individuals. Therefore,
in searching for the seeds of “unhappiness” within society or the system, we inevitably arrive at the individual
human being — more precisely, at ourselves. The poetry of the past two and a half decades of the twenty-first
century bears within it this restless attempt to search within oneself for the source of this “unhappiness.” This

self-consuming and agonizing endeavour has made poets vulnerable, fearful, and despondent; yet at the same

Prantik Gabeshana Patrika © Santiniketan Sahityapath
Page | 673



G *OCF TR FROR IZAMGTF “&-79° 97 74
time, it has intensified and deepened their longing for humanity and love, making it all the more poignant and

appealing.

Through an examination of a selection of poems by several contemporary poets written over the last
twenty-five years of the twenty-first century, we shall attempt to perceive the multidimensional wounds and
the true nature of this “unhappiness” in our times. At the same time, we shall seek the poets’ personal paths
toward nirvana amidst these various afflictions — paths that may perhaps inspire the “unhappy” people of our
age either to struggle against the delusions and distortions of time or to surrender to them, and through that
very process of being wounded, to recognize the ultimate roots of the malady and search for windows of
healing. Although the debate continues in the arena of poetry as to whether poetry should bear any
responsibility for curing “unhappiness,” today’s small yet devoted community of poetry readers—worn down
by the many ailments of time, society, and system — may still expect from their worshipped goddess of poetry,

if not some miraculous benediction, at least a few traces of healing wisdom.

In selecting the poems for this study, we have tried to choose only those written between 2000 and
2025. In this regard, the earliest comes from Shankha Ghosh’s poetry collection Joloi Pashan Hoye Ache
(written between 2001-03, published in 2004). Chronologically, the latest selected poems date up to 2022.
Following the sequence of time, our discussion includes thematic poems by poets such as Ranajit Dash, Rahul
Purakayastha, Chaitali Chattopadhyay, Hindol Bhattacharya, Yashodhara Raychaudhuri, Sudeshna Maitra,
and Sutapa Chakraborty, among others. The essay will explore the many dimensions of the maladies of our
times: loneliness, sorrow, depression, memory and forgetting, the desire for self-destruction, the aggression of
the virtual world, and excessive dependence on commodities.
Key Words:
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