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Abstract:
In the closing phase of India’s struggle for independence, two significant peasant movements emerged: the

Tebhaga movement in Bengal and the Telangana movement in Andhra Pradesh. The Telangana peasant
uprising took place in 1946 in the Telangana region, which comprised nine Telugu-speaking districts located
east of Hyderabad. It is regarded as one of the most intense and destructive guerrillas struggles in the history
of modern India. The uprising was primarily directed against the oppressive rule of the Nizam of Hyderabad.
Under his autocratic regime, peasants suffered from the exploitation of feudal landlords, excessive taxation,
forced labour (begar), and the brutal repression carried out by the Nizam’s private militia known as the
Razakars, along with the police forces. In response to these conditions, the peasants of Telangana rose in
rebellion.

The movement was led by the Andhra Mahasabha of Hyderabad and the Hyderabad State Communist
Party, established under the leadership of Ravi Narayan Reddy and Baddam Yella Reddy. Even in its early
stages, the movement received moral support from leaders of the Indian National Congress. Despite initial
successes, the movement eventually faced severe repression by the Razakars and the police, and ultimately by
military intervention from the Indian state, leading to its decline. Finally, in 1951, the Communist Party was
compelled to withdraw the movement.This study seeks to examine the underlying causes of the Telangana
movement, the role played by the Communist Party of India in organizing and leading the struggle, its

historical significance, and the reasons behind its eventual failure.
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