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Abstract:

In the realm of the Bengali short story — particularly regarding narratives centered on the middle class —
Narendranath Mitra is a name that immediately comes to mind and remains especially memorable. He emerged
as a writer roughly around the onset of the Second World War. However, when assessing his literary timeline,
his work gains its greatest significance not merely as a product of the war era itself — which accounts for only
a small portion of his output — but primarily as a reflection of the post-war period. In the literary landscape,
Saratchandra Chattopadhyay is widely regarded as the supreme chronicler of the life struggles of the middle
class; yet, in Narendranath Mitra, we discover a worthy successor to that legacy. Narendranath Mitra’s
distinction did not stem from a diverse range of subject matter — for he lacked such broad experiential
exposure — nor did he achieve prominence through a flamboyant or startling writing style. Rather, he told
stories of familiar people using a familiar narrative voice. He never ventured beyond the bounds of his own
experience; indeed, the world of his personal experience became the very universe of his art. As a writer,
Narendranath Mitra was as much a man of heart as he was a man of conscience. He observed — and portrayed
— life, society, and human frailties through the lens of intellect; yet, while depicting the harsh realities of
existence, he sought to draw his ultimate conclusions through the dictates of the heart. This approach stemmed
from his keen interest in dissecting the middle-class conscience; when portraying the sins and moral lapses of
the middle-class individual, he never adopted a ruthless stance. Instead, with a sense of deep empathy and
sorrow, he became their compassionate ally. Narendranath Mitra stands as the quintessential artist capturing
the essence of middle-class life — its hopes and dashed expectations, its emotional depths and emotional
ruptures, and the perpetual chasm between aspiration and capability. In his short stories depicting middle-class
life, he did not merely highlight the moral decay of the bourgeoisie; with a profoundly artistic sensibility, he
also vividly portrayed instances of their moral elevation and redemption.
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