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Abstract:

The ancient Tamil Sangam anthology, ‘Kuruntokai’, seamlessly intertwines the deep human emotions of love
and separation with the vivid beauty of natural biodiversity. The ecological foundation of this poetry rests on
the concept of ‘Thinai’, which categorizes the landscape into five distinct physiographic zones: mountainous,
pastoral, agricultural, coastal, and arid. Each ecosystem features specific flora and fauna that serve as precise
psychological metaphors for human emotional states. The poets demonstrated an extraordinary understanding
of behavioral ecology. For instance, the Kurinji flower, blooming once every twelve years, symbolizes rare
and profound love. Similarly, the touching depiction of a male elephant prioritizing his mate’s thirst during a
drought mirrors human marital devotion, while the predatory precision of a kingfisher reflects societal

scrutiny.

In Kuruntokai, nature is never a mere passive backdrop; it functions as a living character and an active
participant in human joy and sorrow. Viewed through the lens of modern Ecocriticism, this two-thousand-
year-old masterpiece remains a profound environmental testament. It reminds us that humanity is not the
master of nature, but an inseparable part of this grand, interconnected biodiversity.
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O man of sloping hills,
where the sweetest jackfruit grows
by the root of the tree,
fenced in by young bamboo:
be kind to her!

Who knows what a state she is in?
Like a huge fruit
Hanging
from a tiny stem
on the hillside,
her life is so frail,
and her love so very great.
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Friend!
Our lover has great love for you;
I am sure he will never fail
To shower his grace on you
Because, the path he treads through
Is of such love! Here, a huge-trunked tusker
Pulls down the soft branches
Of a ya tree to appease
The hunger of its loving mate!
(The confidante consoles the heroine saying, “our lover will return eft soon!”)
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