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Abstract:

Indigenous societies possess a distinct knowledge system, uniquely suited for sustaining life in harmony with
nature. This encompasses herbal medicine, agricultural practices, environmental stewardship, and social
customs. Indigenous peoples share an intimate bond with nature, and their way of life is intrinsically dependent
upon it. Their ongoing struggle to safeguard their rights to land and nature constitutes a matter of paramount
importance. Spirituality exerts a profound influence on indigenous culture, shaping their philosophy of life,
ethical framework, and relationship with the natural world. Indigenous languages and cultures serve as the
custodians and conduits of their identity and heritage. The extinction of a language inevitably leads to the
disruption of the continuity of knowledge and culture. Consequently, it is imperative to take concrete measures
to preserve and foster indigenous languages and cultures. The primary objective of the Indian Knowledge
System is to recognize the significance of the traditional knowledge, totems, taboos, and lifestyles of the
indigenous populations residing in India, and to integrate these elements into the broader fabric of Indian
society. With this context in mind, the central theme of this essay will be to explore the extent to which

indigenous Indian thought has been reflected in Bengali novels.
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“Since pre-historic times, India has been the homeland of a large number of ethnic groups and
cultures. These communities, believed to be the earliest inhabitants of the country, are known by various

names, the most extensively known term being Adivasi™
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“The Aboriginals are the groups of human races who have been residing in a place from time

immemorial... they are the true sons of the soil..”}
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