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Abstract:
In every language, many commonly used words carry within them a long and implicit history of origin and

Evolution. It is not always the case that only the etymological meaning of a word becomes widely prevalent;
in many instances, the original etymological sense gradually becomes less common, while another meaning

gains wider acceptance and usage. In this process of semantic change, the role of the speech community is
highly significant. A similar tendency may be observed in the Bengali word ‘Bhumika’ (\giiﬁsl ). According

to its etymology, the word could have meant ‘female owner of land’; however, instead of being used in that
sense, it has become well known in Bengali in meanings such as ‘preface’, ‘introduction’, or ‘dramatic
role/disguise’. An analysis of the historical evolution of the word not only reveals the trajectory of its semantic
transformation but also reflects certain aspects of the Bengali as well as the Indian social structure.
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