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Abstract:

From his own quiet admission, it is evident that Jyotirindra Nandi began writing short stories in his childhood,
a creative impulse that found early recognition with the publication of ‘Nadi O Nari’ (The River and the
Woman) in Parichay at the early age of twenty-four. The story swiftly established his reputation, marking him
as a keen observer of life’s unspoken undercurrents. In the post-Independence period, his fiction turns inward
to the urban middle class, uncovering a deep-seated hollowness beneath its orderly exterior. Having lived
through famine, riots, epidemics, Partition, and the aftermath of global wars, he drew effortlessly from lived
history, transforming experience into narrative with remarkable immediacy. His stories move swiftly to the
core of human consciousness, exposing its distortions and layered complexities. What emerges is a portrait of
a decaying society — economically strained, morally fatigued, and inwardly fractured — where desire,
particularly sexual desire, appears in its stark and often unsettling forms. A study of selected stories reveals
how these distorted impulses reflect the deeper malaise of the time, making Jyotirindra Nandi’s fiction a

compelling exploration of both individual psyche and collective degeneration.
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