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Abstract:
The nineteenth century played a crucial role in the history of India’s freedom movement. From the latter half

of this century, the awakening of national political consciousness became evident in Bangladesh, and it was
during this time that the desire for independence began to grow among the people. Due to the severe
oppression of British colonial rule, common people gradually developed resentment against the British, which

eventually took the form of a national movement and led to open resistance.

The first pioneer of this Indian renaissance was Raja Rammohan Roy. Along with him, several eminent
personalities contributed significantly to this awakening, including Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Michael
Madhusudan Dutt, Swami Vivekananda, Rajshekhar Basu, and Debendranath Tagore. This article briefly

discusses how these great figures brought about the renaissance in India.

Furthermore, during the surge of the Swadeshi movement, five young poets and lyricists actively
participated through their literary and musical talents. These five poets are Rabindranath Tagore, Dwijendralal
Roy, Rajanikanta Sen, Atulprasad Sen, and Kazi Nazrul Islam. Although not all were born strictly within the
nineteenth century, they are often regarded together as the “Pancha-Pradeep” (Five Luminaries) of modern

Bengali literature. Their poetic genius brought a wave of transformation in Bengali literary society.

The Swadeshi songs composed by these poets played a vital role in inspiring nationalist sentiments
among the people. Since music is a universal language, this paper primarily explores how the compositions

of these five poets contributed to shaping and energizing the Swadeshi movement.

Key Words:
Renaissance and Nationalism, Tagore Family and National Consciousness, Rabindranath Tagore,
Dwijendralal Roy, Rajanikanta Sen, Atulprasad Sen, Kazi Nazrul Islam.
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