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Abstract:

The advent of Michael Madhusudan Dutta in nineteenth-century Bengali literature is widely regarded as
analogous to a Renaissance. Emerging during the formative phase of Bengali literary modernity, Dutta’s
robust, life-affirming genius marked an unprecedented development in the tradition. His literary corpus
embodies a synthesis of the zeitgeist and individual creative intellect, distinguished not by adherence to a
specific religious or philosophical doctrine, but by an unparalleled aesthetic consciousness and a profound
engagement with life. These qualities have ensured the enduring relevance of his work across two centuries
of critical discourse. This study examines the critical reception of Dutta in Masik Basumati a prominent
Bengali periodical of the early to mid-twentieth century, alongside contemporaries such as Prabasi,
SabujPatra, Bharatbarsha, and Kallol. Between the 1920s and 1960s, Masik Basumati published more than
ten essays on Dutta, reflecting diverse methodological and interpretive approaches. By analyzing these essays,
the paper argues that the journal’s engagement with Dutta’s individual genius and literary practice constitutes
a significant yet understudied chapter in the historiography of Bengali literary criticism. The findings suggest
that Dutta’s oeuvre resists monolithic theoretical categorization and continues to demand pluralistic critical

frameworks.
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“In this civilization, is the best [farce] in the language.
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In a country like India, where the nurseship (if I may so call the office of a nurse) generally
devolves on the mother, the importance of educating the females (the sources from which
man gathers the first rudiments of knowledge) is very great, for unless they are
enlightened, they spread infection of their ignorance in the minds of those they bring up.
Extensive dissemination of knowledge amongst women is the surest way that leads a

nation to civilization and refinement, for it is women who first gives ideas to the future

philosopher and the would-be-poet.Q8
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