Prantik Gabeshana Patrika Volume-5 Issue-1 July 2026

Multidisciplinary-Multilingual International e-ISSN 2583-6706

Peer Reviewed (Double Blind Referred) Website

Bi-Annual Research e-Journal santiniketansahityapath.org.in
INDEXED IN  INTERNET ARCHIVE | GOOGLESCHOLAR | ORCID | SCRIBD | ACADEMIA
DOI https://doi.org/10.67841/pgp.260501095 OPEN ACCESS
lIFS Impact Factor 3.75 SJIF Impact Factor 3.481

Shantiniketan’s First Girl’s Hostel Sree-Sadana: Tagore’s Initiative to Cultivate Gender Equality

H[fSFOCT (IMT &L 2561 SPre: eTerAITy TS Sealal

Dr. Madhuparna Karmakar Received on: 14" May 2026
Independent Researcher Accepted on: 01% June 2026
Bolpur, Santiniketan

Abstract:
Rabindranath’s concern and special focus on women’s education significantly contributed to the historical

change in social dynamics. At the early age of Visva-Bharati Gurudev wanted women’s ‘Kalyanmayi’ essence
to nurture ashrama. ‘Naribhavana’ (1921) was the first initiative that fostered women’s sense of belonging
beyond social stratifications and gender norms of society. Sree-sadana, the first women’s hostel, the seedbed
of sisterhood, that we can say a direct reflection of Tagore’s philosophy of humanity. There are many memoirs
written on women’s experience of hostel life, where we see how hostels reshaped women to achieve the
practice of togetherness and ‘Sokhitya’ (sisterhood), how women experienced the journey from the narrow ‘I’

to great human sensibility.

My M.Phil. study describes women hosteler student’s (VB and JU) lived experience and complexities
of hostel life. My doctoral research focuses on the higher educational experience of women hostelers (VB and
JU) belong to unprivileged socio-economic background. This paper aims to describe the history of women’s
hostels of Shantiniketan that is closely related to social reform and freedom of women from socio- cultural
cage. How women in hostels at the early age of women’s education rediscovered their ‘reinvented self” beyond
family roles/rules and regulations. This paper argues how hostels fostered sisterhood among women as a
reflection of Rabindranath’s educational philosophy’s foundation to cultivate humanity. How ‘Didi’, ‘Sot1’,
‘Vogini’ have become primary care givers and guides when women came to university to pursue their
education away from home. Memoirs written by hosteler women based on Shantiniketan hostels reflect their
understanding of humanity and sisterhood beyond family or blood relations. Gurudev’s philosophy not only
reshaped women’s education but also generated a sense of collectivity. Focusing on the history of
Shantiniketan’s first women’s hostel Sree-Sadana, this paper aims to understand Tagore’s initiative to cultivate

gender equality at Ashrama.
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