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Abstract:

This article provides a comparative discussion of the multifaceted impact of epidemics (primarily cholera or
smallpox) and their literary consequences in 19th and 20th century Bengali narrative literature. Disease is not
just a biological problem, but how it is dissected through network structures, caste, and psychological
relationships is the main exploration in this study. The first part of the article analyzes the form of social
isolation and patient untouchability described in Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay’s novel ‘Srikanta’ in the light
of Michel Foucault’s ‘Biopolitics’. In the second stage, the epistemological conflict between traditional
worldly wisdom and modern Western medical science is highlighted through Tarashankar Banerjee’s ‘Arogya
Niketan’. In the next section, the realistic writings of Jagadish Gupta and Manik Banerjee identify the horrific
nature of the pandemic and the trend of aesthetic change. A special aspect of the research is the discussion of
the pandemic in the light of Dalit literature and Matua philosophy. It discusses in detail how an alternative
narrative of service has emerged against the politics of exclusion through the humanist ideals of Sri Sri
Harichand and Guruchand Thakur and the collective care of the Malo community of Advaita Mallavarman.
Ultimately, the article concludes by examining how these literary narratives can still serve as our social and

psychological guide in the context of the contemporary global pandemic.
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