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Abstract:

Among the six orthodox (Astika) systems of Indian philosophy, the Vai$esika philosophy — authored by
Maharshi Kanada — stands as one of the most prominent. The central objective of this philosophy is to seek
the path to liberation through a true understanding of the six categories of positive entities (bhava-padarthas),
beginning with ‘Dravya’ (substance). Among these six categories, ‘Guna’ (quality) occupies the second

position. In the Vaisesika system, the subject of qualities is discussed immediately following the initial
determination and definition of substances. This sequence is logical because qualities are invariably inherent
in substances; indeed, not only qualities but also ‘Karma’ (action) is dependent upon substances. In other
words, substance serves as the ‘Samavayi-karana’ (inherent cause) for both qualities and actions. Since it is
philosophically appropriate to discuss the ‘Dharma’ (attribute) only after addressing the ‘Dharmt’
(substratum), the Vaisesika system analyzes qualities and actions subsequent to its discussion on substances.
A ‘Guna’ is defined as that entity which resides in a substance, is itself devoid of qualities (a-gunavan), and
does not serve as an independent cause for the generation of ‘Samyoga’ (conjunction) or ‘Vibhaga’
(disjunction). According to the Vaisesika authorities, qualities are classified into twenty-four distinct types
based on distinctions such as ‘Riipa’ (color/form). However, the original Vaisesika aphorist, Kanada, explicitly
enumerated only seventeen types of qualities in his treatise through the formulation of the following aphorism:
"Ripa, Rasa, Gandha, Spars$a, Samkhya, Parimana, Prthaktva, Samyoga, Vibhaga, Paratva, Aparatva, Buddhi,
Sukha, Duhkha, Iccha, Dvesa, and Prayatna — these are the qualities." According to the majority of
subsequent commentators and scholiasts, the aphorist implicitly acknowledged seven additional, well-
recognized qualities—namely ‘Gurutva’ (heaviness), ‘Dravatva’ (fluidity), ‘Sneha’ (viscosity), ‘Samskara’
(potentiality/impression), ‘Dharma’ (merit), ‘Adharma’ (demerit), and ‘Sabda’ (sound) — through the
inclusion of the particle 'ca' (and) within the original aphorism. Nevertheless, according to the Vaisesika
commentator Chandrakanta Bhattacharya, the particle ‘ca’ signifies the acceptance of ten additional qualities.
He states: “By means of the particle ‘ca’, the Master (Kanada) implicitly includes ‘Gurutva’, ‘Laghutva’,
‘Dravatva’, ‘Sneha’, ‘Samskara’, ‘Dharma’, ‘Adharma’, ‘Sabda’, ‘Samavaya’, and ‘Sakti’, among others.” In
other words, he posits the existence of three additional qualities: ‘Laghutva’ (lightness), ‘Samavaya’
(inherence), and ‘Sakti’ (power/potential). Consequently, it may be concluded that, according to his
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interpretation, qualities comprise a total of twenty-seven distinct types — although it is worth noting that, with
the sole exception of this particular scholar, no other Vaisesika authority has acknowledged the existence of
these three additional qualities. From the perspective of the VaiSesika commentator Chandrakanta
Tarkalankara, the primary subject matter of the present article is an examination of the qualitative status of
‘laghutva’ (lightness), ‘samavaya’ (inherence), and ‘Sakti’ (power) — entities that fall outside the scope of the
twenty-four qualities traditionally recognized in the Vaisesika system.
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