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Abstract:

The text explores the significant role of non-human animals in Bengali literature, highlighting their presence
from ancient to modern times. In early Indian texts like the Rigveda, Ramayana, and Mahabharata, animals
appear as sacred beings, symbols, and vehicles of gods. In pre-modern Bengali literature, animals were widely
used as metaphors, similes, and symbolic representations of human qualities. The discussion explains how
non-human creatures function as both central and secondary characters, contributing to literary expression
through emotional and symbolic depth. Folk traditions and texts like Panchatantra and Jataka Tales also
portray animals as carriers of moral lessons and human traits. In Bengali literature, works such as Charyapad
and later Vaishnava and Mangal Kavyas incorporate animals to express spiritual and social ideas. Modern
writers like Rabindranath Tagore, Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay, and Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay
humanized animals in stories, depicting deep emotional bonds between humans and animals. Overall, the use
of non-human animals — whether as characters, symbols, or metaphors — has enriched Bengali literature by
expanding its thematic range, emotional appeal, and social commentary.
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