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Abstract:

Shakta Padabali is a valuable treasure of Bengali literature. The journey of Shakta Padabali began in the second
half of the 18th century. The social, political, and economic conditions of that time played a decisive role
behind its emergence. Ramprasad Sen can be called the pioneer of this tradition. Kamalakanta Bhattacharya
was Ramprasad’s worthy successor. He dedicated his life to the worship of the Mother’s feet. He was a poet,
a mystic, and an artist. His songs show the emotion of devotion, musical essence, and refined artistic
excellence. The poet’s ancestral home was in Ambika-Kalna, in present-day East Burdwan district.
Kamalakanta had a close relationship with the Burdwan royal court at that time. He adorned the important
position of court scholar in Maharaja Tejchandra’s assembly. Even though he was a court poet, the glamour of
the royal court could not distract him, nor could it stop his sincere literary practice. He achieved excellence in
composing Agamani and Bijaya songs. Writing Shakta songs was like a spiritual practice to him. Sitting in the
seat of a meditative devotee, he continued that practice till his last breath.
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