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Abstract:

In the history of medieval Bengali literature, Baru Chandidas’s ‘Sri Krishna Kirtan’ stands as a significant
poetic work. The poem centers on the divine love-play (‘Prem-lila’) between Radha and Krishna. However,
the work does not merely recount the romantic interactions of Radha and Krishna; it also vividly portrays
various social realities of that era. Prominent among these is the theme of occupations within society. The
poet’s work depicts a diverse array of professions — including cowherding, shepherding, oil-pressing, ferry-
piloting, and barbering. Through these portrayals, readers can gain valuable insights into the occupational
landscape and economic conditions of that historical period.
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