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Abstract:
Various provinces of India possess distinct theatrical traditions, each enriched by the art, culture, and regional

values of its respective region. Assamese Ankiya Nat stands as one such theatrical form. Originating in
medieval Assam against the backdrop of the Bhakti movement, this dramatic style has played a pivotal role in
establishing the currents of Assamese society, culture, and artistic sensibilities on the global stage in a renewed
form. Through mediums such as ‘Ankiya Bhaona’, ‘Satra culture’, and “Sattriya dance’, this theatrical tradition
continues to enrich the unique heritage of Assam. The present article endeavors to provide a brief overview of

the religious objectives, performance style, and distinctive characteristics of Ankiya Nat.
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IS [ g Tg @ 79(c$ fo1catas — “There were no professional actors; They were recruited
from the villages. Assamese acting is thus the work of amateurs. unlike, however, the earlier Sanskrit
theatre, the reputation of actors of an Assamese Bhawana was never low nor dishonourable. Even men
of erudition, great artistic attainment and of high social, religious, and political status played roles in

an Assamese ‘Bhawana’ without loss of prestige and honour.” (‘Ankiya Nat’, B. K. Barua, 1983, p.
XV)
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