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Abstract:

The question of who the protagonist of the epic Mahabharata is to arise among readers. The great poet of the
Mahabharata, Krishna Dwaipayana Vyasadeva, created numerous characters, each of whom is worthy of being
a hero. Some learned scholars have nominated Arjuna as the hero of the Mahabharata. According to some,
Krishna is the ideological controller of this epic; therefore, he is the hero. In the opinion of others, the noble
Bhishma remained present from the beginning to the end of the main story, supporting the entire narrative like
a backbone; hence, he is the hero of this work. Many again believe that Karna could have been the most
deserving hero of this epic, but due to a lack of the great poet's grace, he was deprived of the honor of being
the protagonist. The great poet Vyasadeva made the first Pandava, Yudhishthira, the hero of his poem. There
is abundant evidence of this within the text. Many modern learned scholars have accepted Yudhishthira's
heroism. However, many refuse to accept Yudhishthira as the hero, among whom the litterateur Pratiba Basu
is prominent. She expressed her lifelong realization of reading the Mahabharata in the book titled
‘Mahabharater Maharanne’. While the common people of India, like the poet Vyasadeva, have accepted
Yudhishthira as ‘Dharmaraj’ and recognized him as the hero of this great text, Pratiba Basu has placed
Yudhishthira in the seat of a villain and made Duryodhana a partner in heroism. Although such a claim may
spark initial surprise in the reader, the reader will soon be able to perceive why Pratiba Devi holds such a view.
In ‘Mahabharater Maharanne’, Pratibha Basu has recorded several of her own ideologies. As a reader, she has
every right to express her own opinion. We will examine how logical and acceptable her.
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