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Abstract:

Set against the backdrop of Bangladesh, this novel unfolds a history marked by the recurrence of numerous
events. On one hand, the narrative explores the social fabric, politics, and religious strictures of Bangladesh;
on the other, it depicts the post-Partition movements and the existential struggles that confront individuals
with various terrifying, stark realities. Joygun — Hasu’s mother — serves as the central protagonist. The story
traces how a woman, separated from her husband, navigates the arduous journey of her life while
simultaneously waging a ceaseless battle to preserve her very existence. Throughout the novel, one encounters
various superstitions, religious dogmatism, and the entrenched dominance of patriarchy. The narrative also
bears traces of the famine, the Partition, communal riots, mass starvation, and the socio-political climate
preceding the Second World War. Abu Ishaque delves deep into the narrative by casting a critical gaze upon
how religious charlatans weaponize people's fervent devotion to faith, transforming it into a tool for human
exploitation. ‘Surya Dighal Bari’ stands as a resounding protest against the exploitation of the devout poor
under the guise of religion.
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