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But of all the American cities that Tagore visited during his trips to the United
States in none did he stay longer or make more friends than he did in Urbana,
lllinois... His many friends in Champaign-Urbana are wormed by the thought that
if any city in America was Tagore’s home it was their community.g
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Rabindra Nath Tagore, who is recognized as the foremost poet of India, is soon
to pay the University a visit. The date for his visit has not yet been definitely
learned but at present Mr. Tagore, his son, R.N. Tagore, and wife are in England
where they are being entertained by English writers and artists.””
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I met Tagore through a student of mine, and although it was forty-six years ago
since | first heard him lecture here, | remember it very well. He was truly a great

]
man.
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I don't remember exactly what he said, but | do remember that he had an
extremely handsome face — an enlightened face. He read poetry in his lectures.
It was beautiful. He seemed to have spirit behind him. What impressed me was
the beauty of his countenance and the dignity of his manners."
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It was quite thrilling. I've never forgotten it. He had the most beautiful eyes
. . 8
I've ever seen. The whole world seemed to be in his eyes.i
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He was gentle in spirit but forceful of ideas. When you heard Tagore speak it

was no ordinary man. A handsome man, Tagore had a character different from

any other man | ever met."
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It is also encouraging to note how easily men's minds can transcend national

boundaries, for although few of Tagore's admirers in Champaign-Urbana had

ever met an Indian before and fewer still had any of Indian thought or Indian
philosophy, there were many who were immediately sympathetic to Tagore's
ideas and appreciative of the beauty of his poetry and the nobility of his
character. The admiration and love proffered to this Eastern poet in lllinois surely
demonstrates the universality of human emotions and the similarity of men's
longings. The enthusiastic welcome that Tagore received in lllinois was typical of
the general American reaction to the Indian poet's... visits to the United States.

In these dark days of inter-national tension and animosity, it is heartening to

recall the love that went out in America to this gentle Indian pleading for

international cooperation and understanding.%
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He spoke some place on campus... | believe it was at the Wesley Foundation. His

topic was "Indian Nationalism." He was beautiful to look at. Rather tall for an

Indian. He had on sweeping robes. His voice was rather high, but very eloquent
trustful of Oriental cults at that time, but he dispelled all cults.”
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man at whose feet | could gladly sit.”
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. ‘TAGORE IN URBANA, ILLINOIS, Harold M. Hurwitz, published in ‘Indian

Literature’, Sahitya Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan, 35, Ferozeshah Road,
New Delhi 110 001, Vol. 4, 1961, p. 27 & 35 (Henceforth ‘TAGORE IN
URBANA, ILLINOIS’)
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