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Abstract: In Indian scriptures, nature is not perceived merely as an external element of
human life but as a living, divine entity. The Mahabharata provides a profound
philosophical understanding of this concept. This research paper analyzes the
environmental conservation ideas and regulations described in the Mahabharata.The first
section discusses the ecological perspective of the Mahabharata, emphasizing the
inseparable connection between humans and nature. The second section examines
specific environmental directives, including tree planting, water conservation, prevention
of animal slaughter, and respect for the earth, all of which are framed within moral and
religious principles. The third section explores the contemporary relevance of these
teachings, demonstrating how the Mahabharata’s ethical framework aligns with modern
environmental movements and sustainable development initiatives.The study concludes
that in ancient Indian thought, environmental protection was not merely a regulatory or
administrative duty but a spiritual and ethical obligation. By revisiting the teachings of the
Mahabharata, modern society can establish a strong moral foundation for environmental
awareness and sustainable living.

Keywords: Mahabharata, Environmental Conservation, Dharma, Ethics, Sustainable
Development.
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