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Abstract: The concept of Humanism or Human Religion occupies a central place in
modern Indian philosophical thought and it finds profound expression in the works of
Rabindranath Tagore and Swami Vivekananda. Though emerging from different spiritual
and intellectual backgrounds, both thinkers envisioned a universal humanism that
transcends narrow boundaries of caste, creed, nation, and dogmatic religion. This paper
explores the idea of Humanism as articulated by Rabindranath Tagore and Swami
Vivekananda, highlighting their convergences and divergences.

Rabindranath Tagore’s humanism is rooted in harmony, creativity, freedom, and the
unity of humanity with nature. He emphasized the spiritual realization of the infinite
within the finite human self and advocated a religion of man grounded in love,
compassion, and universal fellowship. For Tagore, true religion lies not in ritual or
institutional authority but in the moral and aesthetic awakening of the human soul. Swami
Vivekananda, on the other hand, interpreted Humanism through the lens of Vedantic
philosophy. He emphasized the divinity inherent in every human being and stressed
service to humanity as service to God (Shiva Jnane Jiva Seva). His humanism is dynamic
and action-oriented, focusing on social upliftment, strength, self-confidence, and the
eradication of poverty and ignorance. By examining their philosophical foundations, this
study demonstrates how Tagore’s spiritual humanism and Vivekananda’s practical
Vedantic humanism together offer a holistic vision of human dignity, universal
brotherhood, and ethical responsibility. Their ideas remain deeply relevant in addressing
contemporary global challenges such as intolerance, materialism, and social inequality.

Keywords: Human Religion, Manab Dharma, Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda,
Indian Humanism, Universal Brotherhood.
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